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statutory authority, is responsible for the services. In Nova Scotia, Manitoba and British 
Columbia, services are administered by local children's aid societies in the heavily populated 
areas and by the province in other areas. 

Children's aid societies and the recognized agencies in Quebec receive substantial 
provincial grants and sometimes municipal grants and in many areas they also receive 
support from private subscriptions or from community chests or united funds. Mainten­
ance costs for children in care of a voluntary or public agency may be borne entirely by the 
province—as in Alberta, Manitoba, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland—or partly 
by the municipality of residence and partly by the province. 

The child welfare agencies, provincial or private, have the authority to investigate 
cases of alleged neglect and, if necessary, to apprehend a child and to bring the case before 
a judge upon whom rests the responsibility of deciding whether in fact the child is neglected. 
When neglect is proven, the court may direct that the child be returned to his parent or 
parents, under supervision, or be made a ward of the province or a children's aid society or, 
in Quebec, be placed under the authority of a suitable person or agency. The appropriate 
agency is then responsible for making arrangements to meet the needs of the child in so far 
as community resources permit. The services may involve casework with families in their 
own homes, or care may be provided in foster boarding homes, in adoption homes or, for 
children who need this form of care, in selected institutions. Children placed for adoption 
may be wards or they may be placed on the written consent of the parent. Adoptions, 
including those arranged privately, number about 13,000 annually. 

Child welfare agencies make use of the small selective institution for placement of 
children who are forced to be away from their own homes for a short period or who may 
need preparation for placement in foster homes, and also for teen-age children who may 
find it easier to fit into a group setting than into a foster home. The development of small, 
highly specialized institutions, which function as treatment centres for emotionally dis­
turbed children, is of particular significance. Institutions for children are governed by 
provincial child welfare legislation or by special statutes dealing with welfare institutions, 
and by provincial or municipal public health regulations. The institutions are generally 
subject to inspection and in some provinces to licensing, and are usually required to make 
reports to the province on the movement of children under their care. Sources of income 
may include private subscriptions, provincial grants, and maintenance payments on behalf 
of children in care, payable by the parents, the placing agency, or the responsible municipal 
or provincial department. 

Services to unmarried parents include casework services to the mother and possibly 
to the father, legal assistance in obtaining support for the child from the father, and foster-
home care or adoption services for the child. Support for unmarried mothers may be 
obtained under general assistance programs. In many centres, homes for unmarried 
mothers are operated under private or religious auspices. 

Day nurseries for the children of working mothers are established only in the larger 
centres and chiefly under voluntary auspices. Licensing is required in five provinces but 
Ontario is the only province with a Day Nurseries Act. This Act sets out standards for 
operation and licensing and provides for provincial reimbursement of one half of the 
operating and maintenance costs of municipally sponsored day nurseries, which are 
established in most of the industrial centres in that province. 

Section 4.—International Welfare 
Canada plays an active role in a number of international agencies concerned with 

social welfare development. Notable among these is the United Nations Social Commis­
sion, which studies and reports on world social conditions, including such special aspects 
as levels of living, community development, social services and social defence. Canada is 
also a member of .the Executive Board of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
which provides assistance to mothers and children in less-developed countries. Other 


